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endorser applicants

Interreg MED Programme – Project: MD.net (3026)  
When brand meets people. Promoting Mediterranean innovation capacities 
to develop smart and sustainable growth.
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1. The Med Diet Declaration

Inscribed on UNESCO’s representative list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, the 
Mediterranean diet is an integral part of the Mediterranean identity. 

“The Mediterranean diet involves a set of skills, knowledge, rituals, symbols and traditions 
concerning crops, harvesting, fishing, animal husbandry, conservation, processing, cooking, and 
particularly the sharing and consumption of food. Eating together is the foundation of the cultural 
identity and continuity of communities throughout the Mediterranean basin. It is a moment of 
social exchange and communication, an affirmation and renewal of family, group or community 
identity.1”

Unfortunately, in recent times, numerous sociological, demographic and lifestyle changes are 
threatening these local food production and consumption patterns. 

Therefore, to address indications that the Mediterranean diet is in decline, the Interreg-MD.net 
project plans to boost a multi-actor and multi-disciplinary community to raise awareness of 
the Mediterranean cultural identity, heritage and sustainable lifestyle under the Med Diet 
Declaration.

The Med Diet Declaration aims to achieve greater visibility and significance of the Mediterranean 
diet across all sectors, such as agriculture, food production, health, culture, sport, education, 
economy, tourism, rural development and sustainability. 

Endorsing this declaration is an opportunity for local and regional actors to demonstrate the crucial 
role they can play in strengthening the economic potential of the Mediterranean diet in rapidly 
changing landscapes and lifestyles. 

This call is therefore an invitation to join the Med Diet Declaration community, a badge that 
highlights an active role in DEFENDING, PRESERVING and PROMOTING the Mediterranean diet.
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2. Who can apply

Endorsement of the Med Diet Declaration is open to all public and private entities and individuals 
located in one of the Mediterranean countries committed to the initiative, namely: Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Croatia, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia, and Spain.

Applicants must play a significant role in promoting and preserving the values of the Mediterrane-
an diet. Insofar as they are significant in the Mediterranean and their work highlights the Mediter-
ranean diet and promote its values, applicants may be:

National, regional and local governmental 
actors, primarily: 

Agri-food trade and internationalisa-
tion agencies;  

Culture departments/agencies;  

Education departments/agencies; 

Employment promotion and business  
activity departments/agencies;

Health departments/agencies; 

Sport departments/agencies;

Tourism departments/agencies.

Universities and academia, primarily: 

Research centres and foundations 
focused on landscape preservation, 
agro-food innovation, cultural and 
gastronomic heritage planning and 
promotion;

Research centres and departments 
focused on health and nutrition;

Research centres and departments 
specialised in anthropology and  
sociology.

Industry and business, primarily: 

Farmers involved in sustainable projects 
such us organic farming, conservation of 
ecosystems and biodiversity (guardian 
farmers), food production cooperatives and 
artisan cooperatives;

Medical services such as hospitals, health 
centres, clinics; 

Health organisations and health professional 
associations;

Hospitality sector such as restaurants, 
hotels, catering services, rural and organic 
tourism businesses, travel agencies, tour 
operators, and other agents in the value 
chain of the tourism sector;

Local chambers of commerce, professional 
guilds and clusters, trade unions, associ-
ations of young entrepreneurs, business 
incubators; 

SMEs with exemplary Mediterranean values; 

Professional sports associations and 
organisation.

Civil society, primarily: 

NGOs, consumer organisations, cultural and 
civil associations, but also individuals from 
any field, such as journalists, bloggers, 
activists and opinion leaders.
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3. Application procedure

This is a permanent open call for endorser 
applications using the form available on the 
website: 

http://mdnet.dietamediterranea.com

The endorser application form and all suppor-
ting documents are available in English and 
in each regional language. Nevertheless, we 
strongly recommend contacting your Regional  
Coordinator (see section 8), who can provide 
further information on the selection process.  

4. Selection criteria

Applicants will be assessed on their Mediterranean significance and on how their work highlights 
the Mediterranean diet and promotes its values.

Therefore, applicants should demonstrate at least one of the following: 

There is no limit to how many endorsements are awarded.
 
All applications that meet the requirements will be accepted.

The relevance of their 
activity, services and/or 
products in helping to 

promote the significance 
and lifestyle of the 

Mediterranean diet; 

Their link with key events, 
informative and educational 
activities, staff training and 
any other activity that seeks 

to raise awareness of the 
significance and lifestyle of 

the Mediterranean diet;

Their specific role in 
supporting, developing 
or promoting common 

values that underpin the 
Mediterranean diet and 

its lifestyle. 

http://mdnet.dietamediterranea.com
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5. Endorsement award procedure

Applications will be evaluated within an estimated 45 calendar days. This timeframe may change 
according to the volume of applications submitted and/or due to factors external to the MD.net 
project.

Applicants will be notified of the decision via email using the address given in the Endorser Appli-
cation form.

The endorsements awarded will be published on http://mdnet.dietamediterranea.com and on 
the MD.net project website. Endorsing bodies will receive a sticker with the logo and slogan of the 
Med Diet Declaration and a certificate of their endorsement.

Endorsing the Med Diet Declaration does not entail any direct or indirect funding for endorsing 
bodies.

6. Terms of use of the Med Diet Declaration brand

All Med Diet brand endorsement bodies shall agree to the following terms of use:

Med Diet brand endorsers commit to promoting the Mediterranean diet in accordance with the 
principles set out in the Med Diet Declaration. The Med Diet brand will be the visual expression 
of those principles. 

Only authorised Med Diet brand endorsement bodies may use the Med Diet branding (logo, slo-
gan and Declaration). The Med Diet Declaration brand may not be shared with or used by third 
parties without the express authorisation of the MD.net partners.

To ensure a recognisable and coherent image, the Med Diet Declaration logo and visual identity 
shall not be altered in any way. A manual setting down the basic principles that apply to the en-
tire range of communication products is provided in Annex I to this guide. 

Use of the Med Diet brand will be granted according to Regulation (EU) 2017/1001 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2017 on the European Union trade mark, Commission 
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/625 of 5 March 2018 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1001 
of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Union trade mark, and repea-
ling Delegated Regulation (EU) 2017/1430 and the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2018/626 of 5 March 2018 laying down detailed rules for implementing certain provisions of Regu-
lation (EU) 2017/1001 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Union trade 
mark, and repealing Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1431.

http://mdnet.dietamediterranea.com
https://mdnet.interreg-med.eu/
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7. Validity, renewal and cessation

The endorsement bodies may use the brand indefinitely, provided that the MD.net partners do not 
decide otherwise, or that it is cancelled, revoked or rendered invalid through a legal proceeding. 

Failure to comply with the terms of use of the Med Diet Declaration brand will result in the loss of 
the right acquired to use it. 

The relevant Regional Coordinator may monitor endorsement bodies to ensure that they continue 
to meet the criteria and uphold the principles of the Med Diet Declaration. 

Label holders may also choose to give up the right to use the label at any time by notifying their 
Regional Coordinator. Otherwise, it will be automatically renewed.
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8. Regional Coordinator contacts

Albania

Association of Albanian 
Municipalities
Rr. “Skerdilajd Llagami”, 
Kulla 2, Apt. 8 Tirana
T. (+355) 4 2 468 492
aam@albmail.com
www.aam.org.al 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Cyprus 

Applicants from Troodos Unesco 
Global Geopark (Pitsilia Region, 
Soleas valley, Wine villages region, 
Marathassa region)
Troodos Development Company Ltd.
62 Archbishop Makarios III
2827 Galata - Troodos
T. (+357)-22952043
info@anetroodos.com 
www.anetroodos.org 

Croatia 

Greece

Directorate of Rural 
Economy and Veterinary 
Terma Polytechneiou
72100 Agios Nikolaos Crete
T. (+30) 2841340564
rpapadopoulou@crete.gov.gr
https://www.crete.gov.gr/
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8. Regional Coordinator contacts

Italy

Campania Region
Via S. Lucia, 81
80132 Napoli
T. (+39) 0817963182
organizzazione.md@scabec.it 
http://www.regione.campania.it/
https://www.scabec.it/ 

Emilia-Romagna Region 
Servizio Attrattività e internazionalizzazione
Viale Aldo Moro, 44
40127 Bologna
T. (+39) 051 5276420
mdnet@regione.emilia-romagna.it 
https://progeu.regione.emilia-
romagna.it/it/md-net

Slovenia

e-ZAVOD 
Cuckova Ulica, 5
2250 PTUJ
T. 0038627493225
darko@ezavod.si 
www.ezavod.si 

Sicilia 
Comune di Caltanissetta
Corso Umberto I, 134
93100 Caltanissetta
T. (+39) 348 8352003
assessore.nicoletti@comune.caltanissetta.it
www.comune.caltanissetta.it 

Portugal

Universidade do Algarve - 
MED (Instituto Mediterrâneo 
para a Agricultura, Ambiente 
e Desenvolvimento)
Edifício 8, Campus de Gambelas
8005-191 Faro
T. (+351) 289 800 900
mdnet@ualg.pt
www.ualg.pt 

Spain

Agri-food applicants from 
Catalonia region 
Prodeca. Promoting Catalan food 
T. (+34) 935 524 820 
prodeca@gencat.cat 
www.prodeca.cat 

Applicants from any sector 
and region not covered by 
Prodeca and Cámara de 
Comercio de Sevilla  
Fundación dieta Mediterránea
Johan Sebastian Bach, 28
08021 Barcelona
T. (+34) 934 143 158
md.net@dietamediterranea.com
www.dietamediterranea.com 

Applicants from Andalusia Region 
Cámara de Comercio de Sevilla 
Plaza de la Contratación, 8
41004 Sevilla 
T. (+34) 955 110 922
manuel.montoya@camaradesevilla.com 
www.camaradesevilla.com 




